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FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF SEVENTH-
DAY ADVENTISTS.

By the late Uriah Smith.

Seventh-day Adventists have no creed but the Bible; but they hold
to certain well-defined points of faith, for which they feel prepared to
give a reason “ to every man that asketh ” them. The lollowi'ngrlvpo‘
sitions may be taken as a summary of the principal features of their
religious faith, u which there is, so far as Is known, entire unanim-
ity throughout body. They believe: —

1. That the one _God, a_persor :
of all th potent, om ,::d nd : ‘. nm’w.
holiness, juatice, ness, truth, mercy; unchangeable, and every-
v j by his representative, the Holy SBpirit, Pa. 13977,

re one esus Chris n o

Father, the one by whom he created all things, and by whom they do
consist; that he took on him the nature of the seed of Abraham for
the redemption of our fallen race; that he dwelt among men, full of
grace and truth, lived our example, died our sacrifice, was raised for
our justification, ascended on high to be our only mediator in the sanc-
tuary in heaven, where through the merits of his shed blood, he secures
the pardon and forgiveness of the sins of all those who persistently
come to him; and as the douin% portion of his work as priest, before he
takes his throne as king, he will make the greal atonement for the sins
of all such, and their sins will them be blotted out (Acta 3: 10) and
borme away from the sanctuary, as shown in the service of the Levitical

iesthood, which foreshadowed and prefigured the ministry of our
ord in heaven. Bee Levitious 16; Heb, 8: 4, 5; 9: 8, 7.

3. That the Holy Seri of the Old and New Testaments were
given by inspiration of God, contain a full revelation of his will to
man, and are the only infallible rule of faith and practise.

4. That baptism is an ordinance of the Christian church, to follow
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FUNDAMENTAL BELIEFS OF SEVENTH-
DAY ADVENTISTS

Sewwdit h-lay Adveitlisos okl osartein fundamental belleds, (he primcipal
feabyures of  wohinh, -"_.v-”-ll with a ]n‘.ilﬂﬂ aof the bflip'...l’.ul‘ ferd nen
upon which they pre based, may Le summuarized as follows:

1. Thal the Holy Seriptures of the Old ard New Testaments were
given by irspication of God, contaim an all-saficient revelation of His
will to men, and are Lie only waerring rule of fnith amd proctice.
2 Tim. 3:105-15.

a1 the esdbsad, ar ‘I'nuinity, consists
personal spiritin PP P Y 0 £ muipreeslil, omENSCIent, [nhmte
Im wisdors and Jove; Lhe Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 1he Elernal
Father, thuouzh whom all 1thirgs were created and through whom the
salvation of the redeemind hosts will b accomplished ; L& o 5

the Lhisd porsvm of he Oellvaal, 1he @reat ll.';\'l'.fillilW%
ZCrR © PTIELIDN,  STak :

4. That Jesua Christ ix very God, being of the sama natyure and essence
at the Eternal Fathor, \S'hlfr. retaining His divine nature He took upon
Himslf the nature of the humon family, lved on the earth as u mas,
exemplified in 1= life as our Example the principles of righteousnpes,
sttested His relatipmabip to God by many mighty miracles, died for our
simy om the svoss, was raised from the dead, and ascended e the Futher,
where Me over lives to make intercession for ws. Johm 1:1, 14; ITeb.
Q:0-18: 80, 2; 4:14-06; T2,

4 That every persoa lo onder to oldain salvation must experiance the
vew birth; that this comprises an entire trapslormation of )ife and
character by the recreative pawer of God throngh faith im the TLord
Jesus Christ. John 3:16; Matt, 185:3; Acls 2:37.59

& That hapdtism ks an onlinamie of the Christlan chuvel and shonld
followr pepeninsoe and Torgiveness of sifs, By ita olservanee failh ia
shewn in the death, burizl, asd resvrrection of Christ. Thal the proper
form of bapiism s Ly iowersion. Rom. €:1.8; Arts 19:30-33.

G That the will of God as it relates 1o moesl conduct is comprebended
in His faw of ten commandments; that these ure great moral, un-
changealle precepts, bioding wpcn all men, in every gge, Ex. ™:1.17

i. That the fourth conusamlment of thiz wichangealle faw requires
the clservance of the sevantl day Saldsth. This holy institution is
al Lhe same time n memorial of ereation and a sign of sanctificatios,
a wign of the believer's rest frean kis own worke of sin, and bis entrancs
into the vest of poul which Jesus promiecs ta those whe come 4o Him
l:i:;. 2:1-3; Ex, 20:5811; 31:12-17; Heb: 4:1-10

8 That the law of ten commundments (oiutu oul sinm, the penally of
which is dexth. The law cnn not save the transgressor frem bis sin,
¥or lmpart power 1o keep him from sinming. In infinite Jove and merer,
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